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The official newsletter of the Hole in the Wall Padling Club (www. holelmhewallpaddllngclub org) CLUB MISSION: To encourage safe kayaking, stress to mebers the impor-
tance of training and education in kayaking skillsand safety, protect the environment, and have fun.

It's Saint Patrick’'s Day and the hummers have regdr | was watching one the other day dodge hug
snowflakes with an cross-eyed expressiofi/difiat the *#!*?.” Despite the wild winter weather many of us
seized a few sweet days to paddle among our ers/ivaatery jewels. Now, anticipation is growingrad with
the daylight hours. Several adventurous tripscareently in the planning stages. To truly enlog experience
of exploratory paddling you must have skills thaegconfidence. Will you be ready? If you're unsucheck out
the club calendar. Our Program Diredtiwa Gouldis scheduling several opportunities for you touaegjthe con
fidence to relax and chuckle contentedly when ueetgaly faced with those “What the *#!1*?” situatgn

Please welcome our new Trip Coordinattamine Prichard I'm sure most of you know her by the tas
treats she anBill bring to our monthly meetings. I've been toldtttias alone is responsible for several memb
ship renewals. If there is a trip you would likegio on or lead, contact Janine. She can helgigdwthers inter-
ested, learn how to make it happen safely anct get the calendar.

We all know that true freedom involves some rigils the sweet freedom of our youthful ignorance is
replaced with knowledge, we often wonder how wevised so long. This dumb luck seems universall.itAl
takes is a hot summer day and folks will be pilimi tiny craft and shoving off our shores with immal floatation
gear and no cold water submersion gear. They doo¥ any better. We can do our best to warn thbout
hypothermia but that's about it. No one can phalsigrevent them from risking their lives. Thssrhost unfortu
nate because as more lives are lost in kayakiageetlaccidents the potential of losing some ofkayaking free-
doms increases.

In 2007 after six kayak/canoe fatalities, the Caasard contacted the Bellingham kayak club WAKE
with a solemn warning that if these unfortunatentseontinued they would be forced to regulateviids and
license our watercraft. In conjunction with sevg@verning bodies WAKE initiated thgellingham Safe Kayak
ing Initiative to “...expand community awareness about what itdda&eayak safely in the Pacific Northwest a
reduce the possibility of on-water kayaking fata$it..” This has been a fundamental aspect of tHe ahe
Wall's mission since the club’s inception in 1994/e have recently been handed two excellent oppibieg to
teach people about hypothermia.

Please express your appreciation to our NewslEttgor, Mike Jacketdor taking the lead on club par

ticipation in theOutdoor Adventure Day Faion April 3¢ at the Naval Seaplane Base in Oak Harbor. Members

who have volunteered to demonstrate equipment lltsl at this event includ&om and Marianne Banks, Bill
Prichard, Ron Oberst, Rich Hubbard and Liza Gould.

Another great opportunity to get the message otlteénacortes Waterfront FestivalMay 16-17. We
have been extended an invitation to set up a safaking display in the education exhibit tent. sTisia two day
event and we need as many volunteers as possiblate the time. If you would be willing to demtrate water
skills please let me know. This Festival runsanjanction with the San Juan Orca Challenge kagak on 16
May. If you are racing that day please stop byendnibit to say hello. | most strongly encourai®@Bour mem-
bers to come down, cheer the racers on and spenel time at the exhibit.

Thank you, Hole in the Wall Paddling Club Membées,giving me the opportunity to guide this organ
zation on its mission. | am most thankful to theg® make this organization what it is. The pedje met, the
skills they have helped me acquire and the plaegespaddled are all reflected in the water wh&ok over and
smile.- Rem
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Here we are waiting for a real
Spring. Things are late this year.
I hope you will be patient and par-
ticipate where possible.

As a note, some of the items that
have been recurring in recent pad-
dlers, have been moved to other
places on the website.

Check out our new website
http://www.holeinthewallpaddling

Club.org

We will keep updating the calen-
dar as events change.

Happy paddling. - editor

Welcome Aboard

Judy Bown. I'm currently in Santa Barbara retugrfiome from 2 months in Queen Creek, AZ. My pagdiackground is
very skimpy (1 time in Glacier Bay, AK) | love tleaitdoors and water and I'm very eager to leamo ot have a kayak
yet. BEGINNER!!!

Kathleen Luther  she states her skill levehteiimediate, is interested in skill building clasaad undecided about volun-
teering. Her favorite kayaking activity has beamgping in the Broken Islands.

2009 Officers and Board Members

President................. Rem Smith, (360) 299-0767
V.P./Programs.......... Liza Gould, (360)391-7404
Secretary.................. Tom Banks, (360) 202-3622
Treasurer................. Marianne M. Banks, (360) 588-8830
Past President............ Ron Oberst, (360) 588-8846

Coordinators

Trip Coordinator........ Jan Prichard, (360) 661-3926
Webmaster............... Ron Frederick , (360) 899-5199
Library..........cooouees Susie Paxman, (360) 305-6292

Pool Practice............. Marianne M. Banks, (360) 588-8830

Newsletter Editor...... Mike Jackets, (360) 293-0530






Bayview Edison road Jan 9 Samish River on the left
Jan 13

Samish River Otter




Samish River Padd
April-4-09 4
Leader Tom Plank- &S
Paddlers

Dean Scott
George Ochs
Dee Dee Devaul
Ria Stroosma

We Paddled
We Talked

We Enjoyed
We Gawked s

Such a day

Such a way
Much to see
Much to hear
Good folks

Easy strokes







Volunteer to support with the Hole in the Wall Phigl Club’s
Kayak Safety Display in the Educational Exhibit Tanthis year’s
Waterfront Festival. We will demonstrate kayakesafand cold
water immersion gear and show excerpts from theofitbld Wa-

ter Bootcamp. This is a once a year opportunity to get the mes-
sage out about the danger of hypothermia. Plbake us save
lives by donating a few hours to this worthy cause.

Contact: Rem Smith at (360) 299-0767 or remsmithi@wue.net
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