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This past summer Mac and Penny Carter, and Tom and Marianne Banks embarked on an 8-
day paddle trip in the Broughton Islands Archipelago in British Columbia. The Broughtons are 
a beautiful maze of islands situated between Johnstone Strait, Queen Charlotte Strait and the 
mainland BC coast. Itõs a fascinating area 
for paddlers with an interest in the Paciþc 
Northwest culture, history and geography.

Now the largest marine park in BC, this 
Archipelago is rich in First Nations culture. 
The Kwakwakaõwakw tribe have called this 
area home for countless millennia, and the 
abandoned villages and other cultural sites 
that in the area attest to this. As an important 
ecological area that acts as a nursery for 
millions of þsh, itõs abundant in wildlife with 
bears, eagles, deer, and seabird colonies all 
feeding off itõs waters. 

The Broughtons are a popular destination for boaters and kayakers worldwide. Itõs located off 
the NE corner of Vancouver Island on the edge of Queen Charlotte Strait. It offers a wonderful 
collection of remote, undeveloped islands to explore along with beautiful scenery. Hereõs the 
route we took... about 70 total nautical miles of paddling:




